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recent work for Port Sunlight Village Trust, a charitable trust 
In this issue we’re delighted to be able to showcase our 
HELLO FROM INGENIOUS CREATIVE...

responsible for preserving and promoting the model village 
of Port Sunlight, near Ellesmere Port in Cheshire.



PORT SUNLIGHT VILLAGE TRUST
Client Profile...

Port Sunlight Village Trust is a charitable organisation responsible for preserving 
and promoting the model village of Port Sunlight, created by William Hesketh 
Lever for his Sunlight soap factory workers in 1888. The beautiful landscape  
of this historically significant village boasts unique properties to rent, 
self-catering holiday cottages, places to eat, including ‘tea’ at Port Sunlight 
Museum, and a year long programme of interesting activities and attractions.
 

What We Did...

Ingenious have been working on a range of projects for the Trust, taking 
their recently refreshed brand identity and applying it to projects for both the 
residents of the village, such as the Port Sunlight Gazette’, as well as visitors 
to the Port Sunlight Museum, for whom we’ve designed visitor literature 
and a new for 2016 Special Exhibition, focusing on the lives of  three 
photographers who lived in the village in the late 1800’s.

Above: Port Sunlight Gazette. Opposite: Visitor Guide 2016
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An update from the Chief Executive
Christmas in Port Sunlight
Cleaning the war memorial bronzes

PLEASE NOTE: Port Sunlight Village Trust offices 
will be closed from 12noon on 24th December 2015 
until 9am on Monday 4th January 2016.
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Port Sunlight Village Trust acquires Bridge Cottage
In early July the Trust completed on the purchase of 23 Park Road, better known  
as Bridge Cottage, which has been in the ownership of Christ Church since 1982.

One of the largest and most architecturally significant properties in the 
village, the cottage has always been home to someone of high standing in 
Port Sunlight’s community. Occupants include an eminent Dutch scientist 
from the factory’s Research Department, the Schoolmaster of the Village 
Schools, the curator of the Art Gallery when Lever’s art collection was 
stored and displayed at Hulme Hall, and of course the Founder himself 
William Hesketh Lever and his family. During the First World War, 23 Park 
Road was used as a crèche by female employees at the factory and in the 
Second World War it suffered significant bomb damage particularly to the 
rear. More recently it has been occupied by Ministers of Christ Church  
and in 1980 the cottage was used to film scenes from Chariots of Fire.

Given the property’s rich architectural and social heritage, Trustees felt that 
Bridge Cottage could provide the ideal opportunity to open a cottage as 
part of the visitor experience. However, rather than rush into things it was 
agreed that a pilot project should be held in 2015 to test out some of our 
ideas and let visitors and residents help us to decide on the best use for  
the cottage.

In the first phase of the pilot project, visitors will be able to discover more 
about the occupants of Bridge Cottage, the architectural significance of the 
property and how it has been modified over time, through guided tours, live 
interpretation, and exhibition panels. Given the size of the cottage, the pilot 
also provides us with the opportunity to introduce artists’ studios to Port 
Sunlight. Visitors will be able to watch local artists demonstrate their craft  
and buy some of their work.

Evaluation is the main focus of the project and we would urge all residents 
to come and have your say. We are also looking for volunteer house 
stewards so if you would like to get more actively involved in the project 
contact Clarinda on c.fidler@portsunlightvillage.com or 0151 644 4803.  
For opening times, visit Port Sunlight Museum, King George’s Drive.

 

 

An update from Paul Harris, new  
Chief Executive of Port Sunlight  
Village Trust
 I am now entering my fourth month in post having joined  
Port Sunlight Village Trust as the new Chief Executive  
back in April this year.
The time has flown and I’ve spent a significant proportion of it getting to 
know both the business of the Trust and the community within the village, 
which I’ve very much enjoyed.

I’ve met with tenants, village businesses, contractors, owner-occupiers, 
and groups and societies. I attended the second Residents Consultation 
Group meeting in June and I was invited to the most recent committee 
meeting of the Friends of Port Sunlight Village in July. They are 
important groups for the village, in need of support, and I would urge  
you to get involved.

I’ve also taken the time to better understand Port Sunlight’s position 
within the local visitor economy. I met the tourism teams for both 
Liverpool and Wirral at a recent stakeholder event at Mere Brook House. 
I am always struck by how highly the village and our offer is regarded, 
which was highlighted by our win at the recent Liverpool City Region 
Tourism Awards when we were awarded ‘Small Visitor Attraction of the 
Year’ for Port Sunlight Museum. The Chair of Trustees and I were very 
proud to accept the award on behalf of all of the staff and volunteers.

In these first few months I’m gaining a really good understanding of what 
makes this village so special and so unique, but the learning process  
never ends.

The Trustees and I were delighted to complete on the purchase of Bridge 
Cottage a few weeks ago. The Trust has long held an ambition to open a 
cottage as part of the visitor experience and in response to feedback from 
both residents and visitors. Bridge Cottage, once the home of the village 
Founder, would seem like the ideal cottage for this purpose but we are 
keeping an open mind and look forward to the results of the pilot project.

Some really great ideas have come out of the new Residents Consultation 
Group. For example, a survey of all residents living in Port Sunlight 
presents an exciting opportunity to better understand the people that 
live in this village and how the Trust can support their current and future 
needs. I do hope you will lend it your support.

You may have noticed or heard some recent activity on Wharf Street.  
We have been putting the pilings in place to comply with planning 
regulations for 12 Town Houses. We have no immediate plans to start 
building work. I will, however, let you know when that position changes.

Finally, I look forward to meeting more of you at the upcoming ‘Blow 
your own trumpet’ event on Thursday 30th July at which we will host the 
annual Port Sunlight Garden Competition prize-giving ceremony and 
receive presentations from members of the local community about their 
contributions to village life.

Paul Harris 
Chief Executive, Port Sunlight Village Trust.

 

WE ARE INTENDING TO OPEN BRIDGE COTTAGE  
IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER. FOR OPENING 
HOURS VISIT PORT SUNLIGHT MUSEUM,  
OR CALL  

0151 644 6466
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AWESOME AUTUMN!
Our drop-in October half-term 
family activities will take place on 
Tuesday 27th, Wednesday 28th 
and Thursday 29th October from 
1-3.30pm in the Old School Room 
at the Lyceum, opposite Bridge 
Cottage. 

Make your own craft creations 
inspired by autumn leaves, create 
decorations and use some of the 
beautiful coloured autumn leaves in 
Port Sunlight. Cost £1.50 per child,  
no booking required.

Our drop-in family activities will take place every Wednesday 
in August from 1pm – 3.30pm in the Old School Room at 
the Lyceum, opposite Bridge Cottage. Cost £1.50 per child, 
booking not required.

Theatre in 
The Dell
Folksy Theatre will return to 
Port Sunlight with their open 
air production of William 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet on 
Wednesday 12th August.  
 
The performance will start at 
7pm and will take place in The 
Dell, on the site of the original 
village Auditorium - a perfect 
venue for outdoor theatre and 
a picnic!  
 
For more information and  
to purchase tickets visit:  
www.folksytheatre.co.uk 

OPEN VILLAGE 2015
Open Village is a new concept event empowering 
residents to showcase the best of Port Sunlight to 
village visitors.
Following the success of the inaugural event in 2014 as part of the 125th 
anniversary of the first village residents, this year’s Open Village event will 
be held on Sunday 13th September from 11am to 3pm and will be linked to 
the national Heritage Open Days and the annual Port Sunlight Founder’s 
Day celebrations.

Visitors will have the unique opportunity to find out what it’s like to live in 
this historical village when residents open up their homes, back gardens and 
allotments for one day only. Village groups and societies will also promote 
their work through displays, demonstrations and performances in Port 
Sunlight’s fine public buildings and beautiful open spaces.

The event will provide the last opportunity to visit Bridge Cottage, once 
home to village Founder William Hesketh Lever, before it closes at the end of 
the first phase of a pilot project. There will be craft activities for children as well as 
live interpretation to bring the cottage to life. For the first time, the Lyceum 
will host an exhibition of local artists work, which will be available to buy.

Pick-up a trail from Port Sunlight Museum on the day to begin your ‘Open 
Village’ experience. For more information visit www.portsunlightvillage.com 
or email events@portsunlightvillage.com

LECTURE PROGRAMME
Port Sunlight Museum’s programme of talks relating to our new ‘Soap & 
Water’ exhibition will continue throughout the autumn in the Old School 
Room at The Lyceum. Tickets cost just £5 and are available from Port 
Sunlight Museum. Doors open at 6.30pm and lectures begin at 7pm.  

Thursday 17th September. Port Sunlight: Tales from the Riverbanks  
by Stuart Irwin, Port Sunlight Village Trust. 
The story of life in the very early years of the village featuring old stories, photos 
and testimonies of the first residents, how they dealt with water and what their 
lives were like. The talk also includes a detailed history of the Port Sunlight 
Swimming Pool. 

Departing from the museum, each walk will last approximately 90 
minutes and will be led by one of our trained Port Sunlight Tour Guides.

The tours cost £6.50 per person or £5.50 for concessions and  
include entry into Port Sunlight Museum. To book a place contact  
info@portsunlightvillage.com or 0151 644 6466.

Summer Walking Tours
From Saturday 1st August until the Bank Holiday 
Monday on 31st August Port Sunlight Museum  
will host twice daily walking tours of the village. 

Thursday 15th October. The History of Bromborough Port 
by Gavin Hunter, Leverhulme Family Historian. 
In 1725 the world’s first commercial wet-dock opened in Liverpool. Nearly 200 
years later in 1930 Unilever’s Bromborough Dock, at the time the largest private 
dock in the world, was opened. This richly illustrated lecture will explore the 
history of the surrounding area known as Bromborough Port and will bring to 
life the fascinating social and industrial story of this unique development  
on the banks of the River Mersey. 

Wednesday 25th November. Price’s Village: 
The Story of Bromborough Pool Village by Glynn Parry. 
Bromborough Pool Village was developed in 1854 to provide homes for workers 
in the nearby Price’s Candle Factory, and the village stands in history as one of 
the villages constructed by wealthy industrialists that revolutionised the working 
and living standards of their workers.

Port Sunlight Museum’s special exhibition ‘Soap & Water’ will run until February 
2016. Entry is free for Port Sunlight residents. Proof of residency is required.

Wednesday 5 August: MONSTER MANIA 
Make your own monster, as many eyes and fangs as you like!   
Or will it be a friendly monster? Join us and create your own to take home.

Wednesday 12 August:  WAVY WEAVING 
Try your hand at paper weaving; make yourself a colourful woven design.

Wednesday 19 August: CONNECTING CHAINS 
Make your own paper chain – who will make the longest?  
Or the most colourful? Use different textures and papers to make 
yours to take home and decorate your room.

Wednesday 26 August: CHALK CREATIONS 
Join us and make your own landscape design in chalk.  
Black card, drawing with coloured card to create landscapes,  
snow scenes and beach scenes.

August Family Activities

PORT SUNLIGHT FUN DOG SHOW
Once again we extend a warm welcome to our four legged 
friends and their owners for the annual Port Sunlight Fun 
Dog Show on Sunday 2nd August from 11am – 4pm on the 
Museum Green. 

This long running and popular event is a great day out for all 
the family. Categories include Best Look-a-Like, Best Fancy 
Dress, and Best 6 Legs. 

This year we also have children’s activities and rides, a petting 
farm and sled dog display, and a variety of stalls. Registration is 
at 11am and entry is free. 

For more information contact Nigel on  
events@portsunlightvillage.com or 0151 644 4811.
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PORT SUNLIGHT IN FOCUS
1886:1916 

FINAL ‘SOAP & WATER’ LECTURE
The final talk in the Soap & 
Water lecture series sees 
Graham Gladden present ‘Port 
Sunlight: The Story of a transport 
infrastructure’ on Thursday 25th 
February at 2pm in the Old School 

Room at the Lyceum.  The talk 
is based on research done at 
the Institute for Railway Studies 
and Transport History at York 
University. Tickets £5. Booking 
essential. Call 0151 644 6466. 

Peg Pirates and 
Princesses this 
February half-term
Tuesday 16th & Wednesday 17th 
February, 1pm – 3pm

Cost: £1.50 per child

Venue: The Old School Room  
at the Lyceum on Bridge Street,  
Port Sunlight

Drop-in, no need to book

Come and create your very own 
peg pirate or princess to take 
home, using lots of different 
materials and imagination.  
Suitable for children of all ages.

PORT SUNLIGHT MUSEUM TO 
LAUNCH NEW SPECIAL EXHIBITION 
Jenkins, Cotton, Davies: Port Sunlight in Focus 1896 – 1916 

BERTIE PORTER’S PORT 
SUNLIGHT EGGSTRAVAGANZA!
Come and join Bertie Porter this Easter weekend  
in Port Sunlight on his ‘Frame Game’ Trail from 
Friday 25th to Monday 28th March.  

Port Sunlight Museum’s new special exhibition opens in March and 
showcases the work of the three local photographers that contributed 
most to the pictorial record of the village during its first 25 years –  
Edward Jenkins, George Cotton and Jonathan George Davies. 

Technical innovations in the late 1880s meant that cameras began to get 
smaller, lighter and less expensive. Photography became accessible to 
millions of people and as early as 1896 Port Sunlight could boast a group 
of photography enthusiasts who were beginning to record every aspect 
of village life. The exhibition will trace the early amateur photography of 
Edward Jenkins and George Cotton through to the commercial work of 
J. George Davies as all three portrayed the village for their own pleasure, 
whilst also contributing to Lever Brothers rapidly expanding public 
relations. The exhibition will showcase rare and unpublished images of 
the village alongside some of the most iconic views that helped spread its 
fame around the world.

Private View  
A private view for village residents and friends of the museum will be 
held on the evening of Friday 18th March from 6pm - 8pm. There will be 

refreshments, guided tours of the exhibition, and the evening will also 
feature Rachel Brewster from Little Vintage Photography who will be 
on hand with ‘Rosie the Viking’, the travelling photo booth to take and 
produce unique analogue photos for residents to take away. Please RSVP 
to Dan Rothwell by Friday 12th March as numbers are limited – d.rothwell@
portsunlightvillage.com or call the museum team on 0151 644 6466.

The exhibition curator Stuart Irwin will give a special lecture on Edward 
Jenkins, George Cotton and J. George Davies at 7pm on Thursday 24th 
March in the Old School Room at the Lyceum. Tickets cost £6 and are 
available from Port Sunlight Museum gift shop. 

Little Vintage Photography will also be providing free ‘Analogue Adventure’  
workshops aimed at children (age 6+) over the Spring Break on Tuesday 
5th and 12th April. Booking Essential. Email Dan,  
d.rothwell@portsunlightvillage.com or call the museum team on 0151 644 6466.

For more information follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
portsunlightvillagetrust and Twitter @portsunlight or visit our website 
www.portsunlightvillage.com

Collect your trail sheet from Port 
Sunlight Museum, then follow Bertie’s 
photographic clues around Port 
Sunlight, collecting your Easter Gift 
when you finish.  Why not put yourself 
in the frame by taking a ‘selfie’ with 
Bertie on Sunday 27th and adding it 
to our Facebook or Twitter page for 
a chance to win an additional prize 
in his special Easter draw.  The event 
will run from 10am – 4pm every day 
except Sunday 27th, which will be 
12noon – 3pm. The cost is £3 per 
child including trail, Easter treat and 
entry into Port Sunlight Museum.

 

www.portsunlightvillage.com

…in the beautiful setting of 
PORT SUNLIGHT.

YOUR WAY

YOUR
WEDDING,

At Port Sunlight Village Trust
we understand that your 
wedding day is one of the most
important days of your life.

Our licensed venue offers an intimate and
elegant space ideal for handcrafting your own
special day. From vintage to chic, themed to 
traditional, you can make it yours...it’s your day!
Set in the heart of the village, adjacent to The
Dell park and bridge, the Old School Room at 
the Lyceum is the perfect venue for a wedding
with a difference.
WE OFFER:

For more information on wedding and venue hire

or email events@portsunlightvillage.com

Advance Notice – Proposed Excavation work
John Henry Group will shortly be installing communication cabling between Bolton Road and the Unilever Research Offices in Quarry Road East. 
The work is likely to start in mid-February and will take approximately one month to complete.  

We have been reassured that all excavation work will be undertaken within the Council’s highway and that no work will be required on either the grass  
or landscaped areas. It will cause some disruption to traffic on Wood Street, Poets Corner, Wharf Street, Water Street and Bolton Road,  
between Bolton Road Roundabout and the A41. If you have any queries, please contact John Henry Group on 01925 268226. 

Gardening Competition 2016 & New Gardening Service
The judging and prize-giving for this year’s annual Port Sunlight Garden 
Competition will take place in July. Every household is automatically 
entered and prizes are awarded in 5 categories including best kept 
allotment, best hanging basket, best front border, best overall display,  
and best tub, window box or container.

More information will be provided in the next edition of the Gazette 
including this year’s judges and the date of a special prize-giving  
event in July for this year’s winners and runners up.

Starting this spring, the Port Sunlight Village Trust gardening team will  
be available to tend to the rear gardens of the houses within our village.  
We will provide a safe, fully insured service with a friendly and recognisable 
face. The prices will be very competitive and will be agreed on in advance.

So, if you would like your lawn to have the stripes of Hulme Hall, your shrubs 
and hedges to look like the clipped hollies of our Church yard, or your 
borders to look like our famous seasonal flower beds, then please contact 
Liam on 0151 644 4800 for more information and to arrange a visit.
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PORT SUNLIGHT VILLAGE TRUST ACQUIRES BRIDGE COTTAGE
One of the largest and most architecturally significant properties in  
Port Sunlight to become visitor attraction. Full story: Page 2.
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VISIT OUR SITE

could do for you and your brand.
In the meantime, you can find us here...

We’d love to talk to you about what we

twitter@ingeniouscre8iv

E info@ingeniouscreative.com

WE HOPE YOU LIKED LOOKING AT OUR WORK...

You can also follow us on

T  01625 410228


